THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
At West Point, Grant made a commonplace record,
ranking below the middle of his class. On graduating, he
was appointed to the 4th Infantry, in spite of being a
brilliant horseman. Two years later, the Mexican War
gave him the chance for active service. Grant hated the
war, being convinced of its immorality. "I have never
altogether forgiven myself for going into that," he wrote
years later. *4I do not think there was ever a more wicked
war than that waged by the United States against Mexico.
I thought so at the time, when I was a youngster, only I
had not moral courage enough to resign." Grant did not
even have the compensation of enjoying the war from the
professional point of view, for the strangest thing about this
enigmatic man Is that he was bored by the military pro-
fession. On a visit to Germany at the height of his world-
fame, he was invited to a military review. He attended
with reluctance, confessing to Bismarck, "The truth is, I
am more of a farmer than a soldier. I take little or no
interest In military affairs. . . . I never went Into the army
without regret and never retired without pleasure."
It was during the Mexican War that Grant first took to
serious drinking. He was a lonely uncompanionable man,
who was bored with his work. Alcohol was the obvious
refuge; but during the war Grant never drank enough to
interfere with his usefulness. He first saw active service
under General Taylor, whose rough unkempt ways com-
bined with hard sense and efficiency became a model for
Grant himself In later years. He was transferred to General
Scott's army before the battle of Buena Vista, and served
well but Inconspicuously in the campaign against Mexico
City.
When the war was ended. Grant married Miss Julia
Dent of St. Louis, to whom he had been engaged for four
years. The lack of enthusiasm which characterizes most
of Grant's life does not seem to have been broken by his
courtship or marriage. Grant, throughout this period of his
life, was only half alive; neither Imagination nor animal
vitality was ever thoroughly awakened. After four years
of dreary barracks service, Grant was transferred to the
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